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MUSIC
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We look forward to welcoming you to the Music Department in September. Before you join 
us, there are a few things you need to do in preparation for band rehearsals and contextual 
lessons. 
 
Although you will not need your instrument(s) on your first day at college, we recommend that 
you prepare for the performance lessons. The information needed for guitarists & bassists, 
drummers, singers, key players and wind & brass players is provided on the page opposite.
  
As well as the above, we recommend that you bring a pen, pencil and paper for contextual 
lessons and general note taking.

There is also an opportunity for students to attend an annual trip which costs approximately £250.
We try to keep our trips interesting and varied, but the focus will be on venues and recording 
studios. In past years we visited Strong Room Studios in Shoreditch and The Dublin Castle studios 
in Camden.

To give you a head start, we recommend that you listen to as many performances as possible 
over the summer and try to get some performance experience yourself within a safe working 
environment. Hopefully soon when it is safe, there will be plenty of open mic nights in the local 
area that can offer you a chance to perform in front of a small crowd. Here are a few we 
recommend, The Mortal Man – Windermere (every Tuesday), Ruskin’s Bar – Kendal (last Thursday of 
each month), The Lily Bar - Ambleside (first Friday of each month), The Piel Castle Inn – Ulverston 
(every Sunday).

If you are unsure of anything, the above will be further explained at Enrolment Day and during 
your Induction Week.

We look forward to welcoming you to the Music Department!

Welcome
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Guitarists and bassists: 
 
1.     Make sure your instrument is in good working order. Your instrument should be  
 playable and clean. Change your strings, tighten any loose screws or nuts and  
 fresh batteries if you need them.
2.     Have a working and reliable jack lead. If your jack lead makes any popping 
 noises or cuts out unexpectedly you should think about getting it fixed or buying a  
 new one. 
3.     Bring a tuner so you can tune up quickly in a busy and noisy environment. 
4.     For the best performance we recommend standing (not always essential), so make  
 sure you have a strong and comfortable strap for your guitar or bass.
5.     Carry essentials such as plectrums, capos, a cloth for cleaning and spares of 
 anything that can break such as jack leads, strings and batteries. 
 
Drummers:
 
1.     Make sure you have a good pair of sticks that aren’t likely to break or splinter  
 while you’re playing. If your sticks are thinning, it may be time to buy a new set.
2.     Have a spare set of sticks in case your first set break or get lost. 
3.     A drum key to tune the drums or adjust the height of the drum stool.
 
Singers:
 
1.     A secure water bottle with a tight lid will help keep you hydrated and avoid sore  
 or strained throats. It is essential that the bottle doesn’t leak, as water can 
 damage equipment.
2.     A note pad for lyrics and any other useful notes you need to make during a 
 rehearsal. 
3.     It could be useful to have a warmup routine prepared to avoid vocal cord strain  
 and get the best tone out of your voice.
 
Keys players:
 
1.     Full sized weighted keyboards are available in each rehearsal booth at college. 
2.    It could be useful to have a warmup routine ready to help with finger flexibility. 
 
Wind and brass players:
 
1.     Make sure your instrument is clean and in good working order. 
2.     Oil your keys to avoid squeaks and scratching noises when playing.
3.     Ensure you have a working reed and spares in case they wear down or break. 

Music Additional Info
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THE     RANKED COLLEGE 
IN THE COUNTRY *
#1

We will send you a Welcome Guide in July with more information about student life. 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please get in touch.

*FE week


