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ADVANCED LEARNER LOANS
AN INVESTMENT IN YOUR FUTURE

@

PLANNING TO STUDY AT 
LEVEL 3 TO 6? APPLY FOR 
AN ADVANCED LEARNER 
LOAN TO COVER THE COST 
OF YOUR COURSE FEES



Most learners aged 19 and over, studying at Level 3, 4, 5 and 6, will qualify 
for an Advanced Learner Loan

HOW TO APPLY

IT’S EASY TO APPLY

YOUR HOUSEHOLD INCOME 
ISN’T TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT 

NO CREDIT CHECKS REQUIRED

PAY NOTHING BACK 
UNTIL YOU’RE EARNING OVER 

£27,295 PER YEAR

IF STUDYING TOWARDS AN 
ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION 

QUALIFICATION, THE LOAN 
WILL BE WRITTEN OFF IF YOU 

PROGRESS ONTO HIGHER 
EDUCATION AND GO ONTO 
COMPLETE THE COURSE

START YOUR COURSE ON 
OR AFTER 1 AUGUST 2016 

AND APPLY FOR UP TO FOUR 
LOANS AT THE SAME TIME

OPTION 1

Apply online with 
Student Finance England (SFE) 

www.gov.uk/advancedlearnerloan 

OPTION 2

Pick up a paper application form
Kendal College Student Services 

Kendal College
Milnthorpe Road Campus

Kendal
LA9 5AY



AM I ELIGIBLE?

To be eligible for an Advanced 
Learner Loan you need to be: 

• Aged 19 or over on the first day of 
your course

• Resident in the UK for three years 
prior to the start of the course

• Enrolling on an eligible course at Level 
3,4,5 and 6  

Repaying an Advanced Learner Loan is 
straight forward:

• Monthly repayments are calculated 
based on your income, not what you 
borrow. 

• You’ll start making payments when 
your income is more than £524 per 
week, £2274 a month or £27,295 per 
year. 

• Your repayments will stop if your 
income drops below £27,295 a year. 

• Your annual repayment amount will 
be 9% of any income you earn over 
£27,295.

• Monthly repayments are made directly 
to the Student Loans Company through 
the tax system.

HOW MUCH CAN I GET?

The amount you can get depends on 
your course, the tuition fees and the 
maximum amounts set by the 
Government. 

The minimum loan amount is £300 
and you can take out a loan up to the 
maximum amount to cover your tuition 
fee. 

Income each
year before tax

Monthly 
Salary

Monthly 
Repayment

Up to £27,295 £2,274 £0

£28,000 £2,333 £5

£29,500 £2,458 £16

£31,000 £2,583 £27

£33,000 £2,750 £42

You have the right to make payments or 
to pay back your loan in full at any time 
without incurring penalties.

Any balances outstanding are written off 
after 30 years.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

HOW WILL I REPAY MY LOAN?

DOES GETTING A LOAN DEPEND ON 
MY INCOME OR CREDIT HISTORY? 

No. Getting a loan does not depend on your 
income. Credit checks are not required. 

IS THERE AN UPPER AGE LIMIT FOR 
SOMEONE APPLYING FOR A LOAN? 

No. There is no upper age limit. All adults aged 
19+ can apply.

IF I’M A EUROPEAN UNION (EU) 
STUDENT WOULD I BE ELIGIBLE FOR A 
LOAN?

If you meet the residency criteria you will be 
eligible to apply for a loan.

HOW DO I APPLY FOR A LOAN?

Once you have identified the qualification 
you wish to do you’ll need to contact Student 
Services to apply for the course. We will provide 
you with a ‘Funding and Information Letter’ 
that will be required when submitting a loan 
application.

WILL I HAVE TO APPLY ONLINE?

No. You can complete a paper application form 
from the College if you’re unable to complete 
the application online. These are available from 
Student Services. 

WHAT INFORMATION DO I NEED TO 
PROVIDE WHEN APPLYING FOR A 
LOAN?

You will need to provide details of:
• The course you wish to study;
• The fee you are being charged
• The amount of loan you wish to take out

Kendal College will provide you with details 
about your course in your Learning and Funding 
Information Letter.  You will be required to 
provide your personal details (name, address, 
etc.) and evidence to confirm your identity. 

For UK passport holders this can be details 
of a valid UK passport. If you’re a UK national 
but don’t have a passport you will be asked to 
provide another form of evidence such as a UK 
birth certificate (which will be returned to you).

If you’re not a UK national, you are required to 
provide physical identity evidence, and evidence 
that you’re a permanent resident in the UK. 

You will also need to provide a valid National 
Insurance number so that the loan can be paid 
to the College or on your behalf.

CAN I APPLY FOR A LOAN AFTER MY 
COURSE HAS STARTED?
 
Yes. It is possible to apply for a loan at any time 
before you have completed the course.

WHEN WILL I HEAR IF MY 
APPLICATION HAS BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL?

Applications submitted online that do not 
require any further supporting evidence are 
usually processed within 4-5 days. All other 
applications may take between 2-4 weeks to 
process. Applications will be delayed if data or 
evidence of identity is incorrectly provided.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I DECIDE 
NOT TO TAKE OUT A LOAN?
 
If, before you start the course, you decide that 
you no longer want to undertake your course 
or you do not want to take out a loan you can 
cancel your loan application by contacting 
Student Finance England. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF I WANT TO CHANGE 
TO A DIFFERENT COURSE?

If you have completed less than two weeks of 
your course, you can cancel the loan and you 
will not receive any penalties. It may be possible 
to transfer to a new course under the same 
loan rather than having to reapply for a new 
loan. Seek advice from Student Services before 
making your decision. 

?



IF I MOVE TO ANOTHER COUNTRY 
FOLLOWING MY COURSE AND MY 
INCOME IS MORE THAN £25,000, DO I 
STILL HAVE TO RE-PAY THE LOAN?
Yes. If you go abroad the Student Loan 
Company (SLC) will make arrangements with 
you to collect repayments while you are outside 
of the UK tax system. If you move abroad, the 
repayment thresholds will vary according to 
price level indices for that country and you 
will be required to pay a fixed instalment to be 
calculated by the SLC.

HOW MUCH INTEREST WILL I BE 
CHARGED ON THE LOAN?

On 11 June, the government announced they
will cap student loan interest rates to protect
borrowers from a rise in inflation.

In March 2022, the rate of the retail price
index (RPI) rose to 9% ‘due to global economic
pressures’. This could have seen the maximum
interest rate of these borrowers rise to 12%
in September 2022. Instead, they’ll see a
maximum interest rate of 7.3% applied to their
student loans.

If you’re self-employed, your income is the total
income amount on your Self-Assessment form.

If you’re an employee, your income is your
taxable pay:
- plus any pension contributions
- minus any benefits you get from your
employer that are taxed through payroll.

If you have more than one job in a year, your
interest rate will be based on your combined
income from your jobs.
> www.gov.uk/repaying-your-student-loan

WHAT IS RPI, AND WHAT HAPPENS IF IT 
CHANGES?

The Retail Price Index, RPI, is a measure of UK 
inflation. It measures changes to the cost of the 
living in the UK. The UK government uses the 
rate of RPI for many purposes, including setting 
the interest rate charged on student loans.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I CHANGE MY MIND 
ONCE I’VE STARTED MY COURSE?
 Withdrawal prior to commencement of week 
4 of the course - a pro-rata fee will be applied 
based on the number of weeks attended and an 
administration fee of £30, plus any uniform, kit & 
awarding body costs
  
WHAT HAPPENS IF I WITHDRAW FROM MY 
COURSE? 
 
• Withdrawal from week 4 until the end of the first 
term: 50% of year’s fees charged
 
• Withdrawal after the first term end: no refund 
and full fees are charged.
 
(Please see the Kendal College Fees Policy available 
at www.kendal.ac.uk/studentmoney).  

WILL I BE ABLE TO GET A LOAN IF 
I’VE ALREADY ACHIEVED A SIMILAR 
QUALIFICATION?
Yes. Previous qualifications achieved will not affect 
your ability to take out an Advanced Learner Loan. 

CAN I GET ADDITIONAL SUPPORT TO 
HELP WITH CHILDCARE AND TRAVEL 
COSTS?
The Advanced Learner Loan only covers the cost of 
tuition fees. However, financial support for course 
related costs for those facing financial hardship is 
available. Contact Student Services for information.

WHEN WILL REPAYMENTS START?

Repayments will start after you have completed 
your course and are earning more than £27,295. 
However, you can make voluntary repayments at 
any time in order to pay off your loan more quickly. 

IS THIS THE BEST VALUE LOAN?

You will need to consider whether it is the best 
option for you and your circumstances. You may 
wish to seek independent financial advice, for 
example from the Money Advice Service at www.
moneyadviceservice.org.uk  

ENSURE YOU HAVE: 

A valid passport
If you do not hold a valid passport, you will be required to send your original 
birth certificate and a fully completed Birth/Adoption Certificate form.
An EU card may be accepted if you do not have a passport.

National Insurance number

Email address 
If you do not have a valid email address, we can arrange for a 
College email account to be set up for you. Call 01539 814783.

References
Two names, addresses (including post code) and telephone 
numbers of family/friends, living at separate addresses
in the UK

ADVANCED LEARNER LOAN 
APPLICATION CHECKLIST

YES
Create an account in order to apply at: 
https://www.gov.uk/advancedlearnerloan 
Help Line 0300 100 0619

HAVE YOU HAD A STUDENT LOAN IN THE PAST? 

You will already have a customer reference 
number (CRN or ART ID). If you cannot remember 
this you must call the Student Loan Company 
on 0300 100 0619. You will have to answer a 
number of security questions and when you have 
your reference number you will be able to Login 
and apply.

NO


